Diagnosis is made by isolation of the organisms. Very occasionally these may be seen in mononuclear or even polymorphonuclear cells in the peripheral blood but this is an uncertain method. Formerly the principal method of obtaining the Lcishmania was from material derived from splenic puncture and this is still the most effective. In skilled hands the method appears to be remarkably safe (Napier, 1936) Kirk and Sati (1940, a & b) and Somers (1944) in the Sudan, although these authors note the occurrence of various toxic manifestations. In the Indian variety these compounds have also had a trial but appear to be considerably less effective than the pentavalent antimonials (Sen Gupta, 1944 On admission he was in good condition and 110 abnormality was found to account for his symptoms. In particular, liver and spleen were not enlarged. A wild anaemia was present (Hb. 10g.%), the leucocyte count being 7,400.
After two or three days his temperature (Fig. 1) Rapid improvement occurred in the clinical condition, the spleen diminishing in size until by 24/8/46 it could no longer be felt. The erythrocyte sedimentation rate, which had been markedly elevTated, fell rapidly and the leucocyte count rose again to 7,800 (Fig. 2.) A rapid gain hi weight occurred and the patient was discharged well oil 11/9/46. Fig. 2 A short description is given of kala-azar, and the literature dealing with cases occurring in this country in the last ten years is briefly reviewed.
Four cases of kala-azar are described. All were Indian seamen and were seen in the general medical wards of a Glasgow hospital within a period of three years.
The possibility of this disease being seen more frequently in this country, following the return of men from overseas, is emphasized.
Features which are of help in the diagnosis are discussed.
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